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THE HOME OF A RICH KOREAN

DETAILS OF RUSSIAN
AND JAPANESE BASES-

t

Vladivostok Port Arthur Yezo Island Korea and Other
Places as They Really Appear Today
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theater of war in the Far East
developed to date seems to
contained in a quadrilateral

drawn from Vladivostok southwest to
Port Arthur oast to Chemulpo north
east to Hakodate and wost to the be
ginning point Those limits include the
principal sea lighting and Land engage
mcnts Hakodate is the northerly sea
port of Japan threatened by the enemys
Beet from Vladivostok and Chemulpo la-

t n the western coast of the Korean
peninsula not from Seoul the capi
tal

Formerly the of the TransSi
berlan Railway before the seizure of
Port Arthur by the rapacious Slav
Vladivostok was founded thirtyflve
1 ears ago Within the last decade vast
sums were spent to transform the simple
fishing village into the fortified Com
mand of the East Many forts were
built and in 1R891800 it contained a gar
rison of 28000 In process of construction-
or completed are three docks at a total
cost of about 00000000 rubles a wharf
two and onehalf miles long and exten
stv barracks If the Japs held it it
would be considered an impregnable po
sition Until recently there was a

In the harbor being Icebound from
December till April But now Icebreak
Ing machines are used to keep the port
dear Ice in fact seems to play a part
jn the strategy of defense and offense It
1 possible for the Russian fleet to makea sortie on the oncmys country return
l j Vladivostok and let the ice freeze
round them fast so that the little brown

cannot get at them This te
ipr ra situation

A magnificent sight greets the
Caching traveler to Vladivostok

Around the shining blue roadsteadLrge enough to contain a dozen navies
ri p the green hills to a height of S-NIff along the crests appear the white
1 rapets f forts and below straggles

redroofed town for nearly fiveiti s All this on the south side of
U fTiiunila called MaraviefAnursky a
K of miles in length Two narrow
i wages divided by Dundan Island

n trance to the harbor which
t ids north half a mile and then turns-
t about one mile The hills
imping sharply to the waters edge
J m stripped of trees They were
1 mcrfy thought to contain gold
vsTv rr name Golden Horn An

r oo old charts is Port May
hi xtct n streets of the town dusty
liy wtntber are tined with plank
w lkM and have a considerable traffic

i Ii win v1ng droHklea The
i

falrhair-
i and tiatrnosed Russian drivers WORT

r gaits with rolling brims Jackets
v starlet sleeves plaited Mack
Ur and top boots The fare is-

r fl i kf for thirty minutes un
r overcharges One sees

t i turesque troika with its
4 iu i trotting under an arch of-

w 1 Mi these blonde giants of driv-
mrrjiM with their steeds in a conli v wlrich may Include

crl T t the fare Inside
e we sot now little brothr the driver to his horse In-

lilect What have we got-
h an American or is he a

i Meaning Korean I dont care
as do you Thats right give

J jolting This place is getting
t M gutter for the whole world

i re is a great variety of dwellings
tiring from the mujiks log hut to the

s home of mud and the paJatia-
rnnan rwldence with electric lights

orthodox Greek Church at the
i rH edge is of a weird type a

of Greek lutes and bulbou
Tifntal pffect there being two large

t and two sin aHer onus At the
t m this visit was made the officiating
Trust had blonde hair and magnificent

ji a Of golden deli The worshipers
twre very devout dolflng their hats out

id the church and kneeling through
the entire service On coming out of-
tho church they kissed one another

of nuslk buildings there are two hos
military and naval dubs a boys

where science is unknown an
institute for girls and a museum Thegovernors residence is surrounded by a
public garden where the band plays na-
tional musk In summer At that season

ooling drinks are needed as well
music for the thermometer reaches lot
degrees Fahrenheit There are several
hotels of which the best have billiard
rooms The Lutheran Church and othei
denominations are represented There
Is a brewery a photograph studio
reenhousea brick kilns banks enough

and sampan ferries in the harbor at ten
k teks fare

The main impression one gets is that
the streets with big rawboned

in dark trousers and great fur
hung in straps from thoi-

it shoulder
JSUTlvostok ha a triple government

tih more or less independent The
naval station Is under an admiral and
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the military under a governor while the
civil community is represented by a
mayor and town council

Port Arthur at the tip of the Man-
churian peninsula between the Bay of
Korea and the Gulf q Pechili is like
a claw of the Great Bear threatening-
the heart of the Chinese empire It is
within easy striking distance of Pekln
and equally favorable for attack on the
Korean capital While other nations
have established themselves here and
there along the coasts Russia has
lunged the body of its empire into these
territories

Before it was taken by the peace
loving Russians a few years ago Port
Arthur was a naval arsenal of the Chi-
nese under the name of LuShunKou
The waters of the gulf entering be-
tween two high hills expand Into a har-
bor which is excellent though of lim
ited capacity It Is said that not more
than tour large battleships can find
room to maneuver there

Frowning forts occupy every hill and
the soldiers swarm everywhere Vice
roy AlexIefTs headquarters are here At
last the Russians do not
favor knowledge of such things forbid-
ding visitors entry to the forts the bat-
teries consisted in part of 35 12inch guns
44 6Inch and SZ 4inch rapidfiring guns
The weapons have a range of
more than seven miles The barracks in
times of peace were for 5000 troops

The town is situated a mile to the
west with handsome wide streets laid
out at right angles Within the last
three years public buildings and
tine dwellings have been put up The
population is cosmopolitan life reckless
and picturesque The summer heat Is
excessive and the winter sharp Port
Arthur is really a military and naval
stronghold without trade Its commer-
cial complement is Dalny

This is the port whence the Russian
cruisers Variag and Korletz were late-
ly summoned to their doom by the
enaiayE fleet waiting outside Here also
during the war of 189i the Japanese sunk
a Chinese transport and marched
twentysix through a difficult
country to Seoul the capital defeating
the Chinese defenders The ship ap
proaches tho harbor through a multi-
tude of small islands in the estuary of
the Han The outer aichorage is a
distance from the inner and the sam-
pan man is ready to take you ashore
or even up the Han but the railway-
is the quicker journey to Seoul

The sea Is opalescent until toward
the muddy mouth of the river there are
gorgeous sunsets among the many small
islands

The population has been chiefly native
next Japanese then Chinese and a very
few Westerners The Americans con

and furnished the electrical improve-
ments at the capital Besides large in
land traffic Chemulpo Is the center of
a big coastwise trade for which modern
vessels are being used The royal mint
was transferred Yrom Seoul to Chemulpo-
in 1812 partly because the ammoniated
water at the capital was a handicap to
the chemical processes Involved Silver
nickel and copper coins are made The
smallest in the cash 500 to the dollar
In 1884 each with a square hole in

the center for the purpose of stringing
them together There is complaint that
the copper currency IB debased though
one might wonder how It would be pos-
sible to debase copper A Korean
counterfeiter has time to imitate cash

On the eve of the festival of Yakushl
nyoral Motomnchl the Russian squa-
dron supposed to be from Vladivostok
threatened Yezo Two Japanese steam-
ers while on their way to Otaru a port
on the whet coast of Yezo Island were
fired on by four Russian menofwar
One was sunk and the other escaped
The Russian squadron when last heard
from endangered Hakodate and the en-
tire coast of Y zo

This picturesque island is In many
ways the pride of Japan It plnyori
small part in the records until
the Amos or hairy aborigines were ex-
iled to It from the main Island of the
Japan group Poets and artists seek It
as the abode of the Japanese Ulysses
Yochltsune

The Tsugaru Straits of which Hako
date is the crown have been sung in
song and story as also the great
row of temples on high ground which
are the flat evidences of the town The
scenery is volcanic the hills around
bearing traces of upheavals in ancient
times Trade with other ports began
1MO make the port important and the
population has rapidly risen so late
report says beyond th 70000 mark Cat-
tle breeding has been taken up and the
rich pasture land beyond the town seems
well adapted for it The railway from
Otarunal to Sapporo opened In 18SO and
since carried into Horonal and the coal
districts has aided Hakodate in its com-
mercial progress Tho Methodist Epia
oopal Church of England Roman Cath
oMc and Greek Orthodox faiths are well
represented
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RUSSIAN SOLDIERS AT PORT ARTHURL

WINTER PALACE OF THE CZAR AT ST PETERSBURG

DEADLY WORK OF TORPEDOES
Japans wonderful use of the torpedo

has brought that deadly agent of de
struction again prominently to the at-
tention of the world Congress is al
ready discussing the advisability of in-

creasing the fleets of torpedo heats and
tho countries of Europe are doing the
same The United States can do this
without much cost and the

of the projectile used by Uncle Sam
Is bound to bo respected as It Is ad-
mitted that the best torpedo is made in
American factories Those of Austria
are ranked second They cost about 3000
each but one is capable of wrecking in
stantly a warship costing four or live
million dollars Once the torpedo strikes
the side or bottom of a vessel it is the
end of the vessel and most probably
the crew This has been proved time
and time again Some of the most im
portant torpedo attacks known since
the civil war are as follows
Ylo Peru 29 1877 English launch

Shah fired one torpedo at Peruvian ship
Huascar In motion at son day missed

Datum Russia Dec 27 1877 Two Rus-
sian launches fired two torpedoes at
Turkish ship Mamudieh at anchor
night both probably struck booms

Batum Russia Jan 26 1878 Two
launches fired two torpedoes 100

yards range at Turkish ship at anchor
foggy night ship sunk

Valparaiso Chile Jan 27 1881 Launch
of Congrcssionallst ship Blanco Encala

Desecrating Temples
The Russian forces that have been

poured into Manchuria during tho last
few years have occupied the country
completely They have aCt ufl their sta
tions on the border and the Cossacks
have brought with them their peculiar
tribal signs which resemble in spirit
the totem polos of the Alaskan Indians

Nothing Is sacred to the Muscovite in
Manchuria He bivouacs even in the

temples piles arms in the holy
places and takes his repose on the straw
which he flings down on the floor This
disrespect to the religion of tho Invaded
nation shows a curious lack of wisdom
on the part of the Russians and it la-

in sharp contrast with the policy of
other civilized nations which believe
that by careful avoidance of wounding
the religious prejudices of other pooptan
they materially strengthen their hold
upon them
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da fired one torpedo at Balmacedist ship
Imperial at anchor missed

Caklera Buy Chile April 189-
1Balmacedlsts torpedo gunboats Lynch
and Cordell fired five torpedoes 100 to
200 yards range at Congresslonalist ship
Blancho Enoaladn at anchor clo my
morning before dawn ship sunk Lynch
hit four times but not damaged

Santa Catherina Brazil April 16

Pelxotolst torpedo gunboat Santpaio
and three torpedo boats fired four
torpedoes 100 yards range at Mel
lolst ship Aquldaban at anchor night
Aquldaban sunk Sampoio hit twenty
five times without being damaged

the Yalu Sept 17 1 W Chi-
nese torpedo boat fired two torpedoes at
Japanese ship Hlyei in motion during
battle day no result Chinese torpedo
boat fired three torpedoes fifty yards
range at Japanese ship Saikio no re-
sult

WeiHaiWci Feb 2 ISM Japanese
torpedo boats attacked Chinoso fleet
at anchor night assailants fired upon
attack abandoned February 5 188S Ten
Japanese torpedo boats ten tor
pedoes 300 yards at Chinese ships
Ting Yuen and Lnl Yuen xt anchor
dark night Ting Yuen sunk one
boat sunk and twelve men lost another
boat ran ashore only one uninjured
February G 1SS6 Japanese torpedo
boats attacked Chinese ships Lai Yuen
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Wei Yuen and Ching Yuen at anchor
dark night Lai Yuan capsized

Off San Juan Porto Rico June 22 1S08
Spanish torpedo boat destroyer Terror

attacked the auxiliary cruller St Paul
Day Terror practically destroyed One
officer and two men killed others
wounded

Oft Port Arthur Feb 9 1H Four
Japanese torpedo boats attacked the
Russian squadron Night Disabled bat-
tleship Ratvizan and Czarevitch ana
cruiser Pallada Second attack Day
Japanese fleet and torpedo flotilla at
tack Russian ships Disable battleship
Poltava and cruisers Boyarln and No
vlke

The American torpedo not only has
the power blow up any ship afloatbut its intrl site and delicate ntechanlsir
makes certain its path under the water
The variations from Its course arc s oslight that it can be fired from theiHUnchlm tube with the same confi
dence In Us ability to theas when the seacoast artilleryman firess steel shell from a heavy pun

The torpedo is built of steel in theshape of a porpoise with a
bladcd tall Ready for firing it weighs
1160 pounds but its weight in water Is
but n half pound length Is 5 meter
about 1C feet 5 its greatest di-

ameter 45 centimeters 177 inches
walls are made of the finest forged
steel to resist the enormous air pres
sure Bronze bulkheads separate the
sections Compressed air is the motivepower
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AMERICAN INTERESTS IN KOREAI

The railroad from to Seoul
which is likely to bf tome one of the
principal factors in deciding the of
either Japan or Russia IK of American
construction It was recently however
sold to Japan The nIro I T is con
structed by the American and Oriental
Construction Company formed by
Messrs Collbran and James of Denver
and Chattanooga respectively In the
building of the road W C Carley was
first engineer in charge H R Bbstwlck
auditor and S F Phillips superinten-

dent in charge
The principal feat in the construction-

of the road was throwing an eightspan
bridge across the great river H nthreo
miles from Seoul This bridge 1060
long was sent across the Atlantic in
pieces on a special veasoz It made the

open their eyes to see a thrpo
masted schooner come blundering safely
into the halfcharted Korean port un-
der the firm hand of a Yankee skipper
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< but their wonder became amazement
when the strange pieces of iron itcargo were carried twentyfive miles
Inland and swung safely above the mad
tides of the chief river of Korea The
total length of the bridge is 2460
Including approaches Upon completion
a Japanese company secured the road

This road had its termluus without tho
west gate of Seoul American enter-
prise now put on foot an electric railway
running from the railway terminus into
Seoul through the city and out to the
tomb of tho murdered Empress Mtn
three miles eat of the city and a Mecca
for Koreans The Seoul Electric Com-
pany was organized it comprised Ko-
reans only with the governor of the
city as president The franchise came
from the department of public works
Tlio company was capitalized at

this sum was immediatelypaid to the same company
which had built thoRailway
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KOREAN MEANS OF TRAVEL

JAPANS BIG VICTORY
AT THE YALU RIVER

Authentic Description of a Fight Which May Be

When the Opposing Fleets Meet

I

Dupli-
cated

HE world is wondering what k-

I going to happen when the Japan
ese and Russian fleets meet on

an equal footing as to numbers of men
vessels and guns Naval sports them
selves are in doubt though they are
inclined to favor the Japanese Just
what the fleets are likely to do can only
be foretold In a degree in Judging from
battles of the past As to these battles
Russia has had none of Importance In
a quarter of a century while Japan won
laurels In crushing the Chinese fleets in
the fight off the Yalu nearly ten years
ago The latter indicates something ot
Japanese prowess and Is interesting
The best account of the fight was writ
ten by a former officer of the United
States Commander Philo N
McGlffin who was in charge of the
Chinese armored cruiser the Chen
Yuen In his account Commander Mc
GIffln says v

The opposing forces consisted of
twelve ships on the Japanese side one
a small gunboat and another a converted
merchantman and of twelve ships on
the Chinese ironclads two
armored cruisers two protected cruis
crs two torpedo cruisers two Arm
strong cruisers a coast defense ship
and a corvette

Monday the memorable seventeenth-
of September was a beautiful day a
light breeze gently ruffled the surface
the water The forenoon passed
as usual At 215 oclock each
ship went to general quarters clear-
ed for action slid for an hour exer-
cised tho crews at the guns no one
dreaming that the results of our

were so soon to be tested AH boats
had been left behind save one six
oared gig for each vessel In case of
disaster quarter was not expected nor
was surrender contemplated

The fate of the ships was to be the
fate of the csew The heavy steel gun
shields one Inch thick and over thirty
foot In diameter which covered the two
pairs of 305centlmeter 122Inch
Krupps on the Ironclads had been re-
moved All unnecessary woodwork

etc had been taken away the
side wings of the bridge cut oft all
handrails and ladders removed andrope or wire life lines and Jacobs lad
ders substituted where possible Theships had been painted an Invisible
gray Hammocks were placed as a
small protection to the men at the quick
firing guns within the superstruc-
ture sand were piled along the
sides about three feet deep and tour
feet high Lying Inside of these on
deck were kept some dozens of 100
pound shot and shell for the 6lnch guns
to promote quick service Coal In bags
was also for protection whenpossible

When the bugles sounded action butlittle remained to be done save to lowerto the deck tho ventilators or wind
sails to close the scuttles watertight
doors etc and c to stations The
Chen tacos foreroon routine had been
carried out and the cooks were prepar-
ing the midday meal when tho smoke
from the enemys ships was sighted
the lookout men at the masthead and
before even a signal could be madu
from the flagship the bugles throughout
the fleet were coundlng merrily the of-
ficers call and action

In far less time than it takes to read
those lines signals had been made from
the Ting Yuen to weigh immediately-
and never were cables shorted in and
anchors weighed more speedily The
old Chao Yung and Yang Wei being
always longer in weighing anchor were
left astern As the two fleets ap-
proached each other officers and men
eagerly strained their eyes toward the
magnificent fleet of their
hereditary foe and on all sides there
were animation and confidence

The Japanese formed into two squad-
rons a flying squadron of four ships
and a principal squadron of six ships
with a gunboat and a converted mer-
chantman Inside

The twentyfour ships trim
in their paint and their bright

new bunting and gay with fluttering
signal flags presented such a holiday
aspect that one found difficulty in real-
izing that they were not there simply
for a friendly meeting On the
Yuen darkskinned men with queues
tightly coned around their heads and
with arms bared to the elbow clustered
along the decks in groups at the guns
waiting Sand was sprinkled-
on the more was kept handy
against the time when they might be-
come slippery Here and there a man
lay flat on deck with a charge of powder-
in his arm awaiting to spring up and
pass it on when It would be wanted

The crisis was rapidly approaching
Eyery mans nerves were in a state of
tension which was greatly relieved as
a huge cloud of white smoke belching
from the Ting Yuens starboard bar-
bette opened the ball

Just as the projectile threw up a
column of white water little short of
the Yoshlno a roar from the ChenYuens battery seconded the flagships
motion was exactly 1220 p m
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the sage as found on the Chen Yuen
was 53W metres On our side the Siring
Sow became general from the main bat-
teries but It was about five be-
fore the Japanese replied

A they opened fire the Jhinesa-

denf elt three and six pounders Joined in
and thenceforth the conflict was almost
incessant Like ours the enemys first
shot fell short but with an exultant
chuckle we noted that a shot from one
of our 12Inch guns had struck one of
the Japanese leading ships The bridge
of the Chen Yuen although some thirty
feet above the water was very soon
soaked as was indeed the entire ex-
posed surface of the engaged side by
spray thrown up by line shots that
struck the water a little short Many
of the men at the guns were wet
through Everyone in the conning tower
had his ears stopped with yet
the din made by projectiles rattftag up
against the outside of Its lolceh ar-
mor was a serious annoyance

During the early part of the engage-
ment the TsiYuen with her faint
hearted commander Fong had boned
and made for Port Arthur Almost
once the outrageous example of Cap
tain Fong was followed by the com-
mander of the Kwan who turned
tall and later ran his ship aground on
a reef outside of Tallenwan

Our fleet was now reduced to eight
vessels As the Japanese fleet ap-
proached it steamed along our front
from left to the principal squad
ron at close mange the flying squadron
farther away The latter gun reaching
cur right flank turned it and poured ina heavy cross fire on the extreme wing
the Chao Yung and Yang Wei receiv-
ing most of It

These two oldfashioned cruisers
were soon set on fire and rendered uso
less

As a forlorn hope the illfaled ves-
sels made for the nearest land seelrg
which he Japanese converted

SaJklo made for them The bat
teries of the ironclads were trained on
the Saikio and two Chinese torpedo
boats that had been inside the Yalu
River at the beginning of the engage-
ment came out to the rescue of the
burning Chao Yung and Yang Wei the
Saikio then abandoning the pursuit

By this time the flying squadron had
altered course sixteen points to port and
were returning evidently to succor the
gunboat Akagl which was In a s JL
plight having pluckily engaged at
pretty close range and was now steer-
ing mainmast gone her con
mandorJellied and her battery disman-
tled

It was now about 2 p m the Japan-
ese flagship loading the principal squad
ron had reached our right wing and
flanking it steamed down again in the
opposite course The Hlyei test in line
was almost ahead of the Ting Yuen
having already been engaged by the
Chih Yuen on our flagships left Her
distance from her next in line ahead
was Increasing and her captain pre-
sumably seeing that his slow ok ship
could not keep up with the rest and
being already on fire fearing to continue-
on and receiving the fire of both iron
clads and of the King Yuen Lai Yuen
and Ching Yuen boldly decided to make
a short cut between the two ironclads
and rejoin his comrades on the
side This was splendidly done

As his ship passed between the two
big ships we fired into him point blank
It wes impossible to miss and flying
material showed that we did not Had
we used shell she would have been dore
forFrom this time the Chinese forma
lion was broken Into an irregular group
Bearing down on us on tho one hand
were the ships of the principal squadron
in line ahead keeping perfect station
while on the opposite side were those
of the flying squadron We were thus
between two fires

The Japanese now seemed to ignore
the four smaller Chine vessels ant
the five ships of Its prtactpal squadron
steamed around our two ironciad8poiir
ing in a storm of shell Time and again
rite broke out During the confusion
of our Hne consequent upon being out
maneuvred the Chla Yuen passed underour stern and Joined the Lai Yuen an1
surviving ships of the right wing ThePing Yuen and Kwans Pine now om

up threatened the Akagt and
but signals were made on the Matsu
sliima and the flying squadron
vered to cover the endangered veesvl

About this time the Chih Yuen boldly
if somewhat foolhardily bore down un
the flying squadrons line Just what
happened no one seems to know but aprently she was struck below the water

ie a heavy shell
first the righting hatred asshe sank carrying

At th Matsosftima
closed upon the Chen Yuen to a
1700 meters and we flrtd on of ourshells with a bursting charge ofpounds of hrr causinggreat damage

At m the immy withdrewcompletely oxhtust a ammunition save for tie three tiivts leftIn tho swnaf
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